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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Military Liaison Branch 
_ Division of Acquisition and Distribution La 
Department of State 
SUBJECT: Guerrilla Activity on the China Mainland - \) 


le Reference your Memorandum cated 31 July 1952, subject 
'Guerrilla Activity on China Mainland." 


2 Information requested in connection with preparation, of ty 
the NIS on China is attached as Tab "A", 
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MEMO FOR RECORD: G2/Prod Div/East Br/China Sec/Dr Brown/53079/hi™ 


le The Department of State (through Mr. Leo J. Vincelette, 
Assistant Chief, Military Liaison Branch, Division of Acquisition 
and Distribution, Department of State) has: forwarded a Memorandum 
to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, Department of the Army, dated 
31 July 1952, subject, "Guerrilla Activity on the China Mainland." 


2e In this Memorandum, the State Department requested informat- 
ion necessary for the preparation of the guerrilla and subversion 


portion of the NIS China. The six queries posed by the State Department 
weres 
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a. general loci of present guerrilla activity and indentificat~ 
ion of major groups. 
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be approximations of the numbers and strength of these major 
groups as well as an overall estimate, . 
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Co presence (or absence) of external connection, specifically 
as to external direction and support of funds and weapons. 
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G2/PREA 
SUBJECT: Guerrilla Activity on the China Mainland 


do an estimate as to growth or decrease of guerrilla 
activity, particularly during the past 6 months. 


©, an estimate as to the amount of banditry, as an incipient 
form of organiged opposition. 


fo an estimate of the pattern of subversion, considering as 
factors the relative amounts of (1) espionage, (2) pure banditry, (3) 
economic and military sabotage, and (l) organized political sabotage. 


3a Replies to these queries based on current reports from 
Hong Kong, Taipei, Rangoon and Bangkok are being forwarded as Tab "A" 
to the covering Memorandum from G2 to the Department of State. 


lh. Coordination, Miss Pratt (77911) C & D/Requirements/Survey Branch 
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RICHARD G. BROWN »7* eGo EN BURY { 


MIRA ’ fs, Colonel, GS 
China Section ig Chief, Eastern Branch 
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Comment on Guerrilla Activity in Chine 


lL. General] eel of sresent guerrilla ae! tavity aed 
itentifieation af majer groups. 


Accente: cuerrilia activity in Chine ie Limited to 
tao peripheral areas, The moot setdve coerrillas 
are Chinese Natloneliets based on the owall islands 
extending nortiwar from Amoy and adjacent te the 
doap ie of Pullen anc Ghekdang s. A genes: grow is the 
Sninege MebLonaliet es. tingent in Borma, chiedly in 
the norbhesstern Garsese ciate of Aensbung, acjucerb 
io Lhe Torman borcer, The Mesleng of northwest Chine 
are another pagsible seurce of clesicents, Guerrlile 
activity ie seceuslensily voported in Kwangtuney Ewengel, 
wid Yuruen, although reliable information comerning 

ruerrillae ergeniaa tions, persorlities ant anerathens 
in these provinces ie ont avijleble. 














ie Approximations af toe mnawberg anc strencth of these 
mejor groupe as welll a8 Bn averKRL] eatinates 


The only guerrillen whose existence con be substantiated 
hy depentiatle evidence are the Chinese National tere in 
thar offshore Lalanies minvering approximately 12 » 0005 
and these along the TaaemeTunnan border susbering no 


move than 3,000, The overall setinwte of antd-Commiot 


guerrillas in China presently is Lega tian 90,0004 


3. Presence (or abyence) of external connestion, speeifieally 
ag to external oirection an: guppert of funds end WEBDONG @ 


The Chinese Naticnaliet Government hos malnbal: loose 
Lizison nee theie suerchiiac in adele Bai. hens  atocded 
them gone: Logdatice] sypgerty inclucine weaoo ee eid 

fymuniiien, ag en ac fans. Howey Mf, this asvletance 
has been reporte: dwiniling. Guerrillas in t Gs eoastal 


iglenis are tightly oo twolled hy the Ghinese Ratdonalists 
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whe hratt their activities, onc weg Dekpe thom with 
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- F- Awormation: 
iy astimate as $0 growth or decrease of guérrllia . 
activity, portleularly. darkig the pat, 6 penta 


Compared satin an sahima: 20d | 72s 000 antd«Com Lab 
guerriliag dt the peak of thy ‘feaistance navetiant 
in 199, thely strength wis satincted at 175,000 
in January: 1952, of whom approximately "504000 were: 





- ateeptod, - Progsentiy 62 estimates thet guerriilag | 
. Terber ‘no more than 50,000, ef which 15,000 ore ~ 
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agedpted. The declind in the miner of guerrillas 
in China can be aburlbuted to tne thorough anc effective 
campaten of suppreseion agalugt tiie: conducted ty the «_ 
Chinese Communist Covarnment, thie Absence of external 
eiddange ant. eneouragdwent, ai ommipresent ghortage 6 
dupplies, beterogeneous eloxents with diverse” purposes 
within the registance woverettty and the absetice of any 
eeitealsand eontrel and directions - ‘the metneds employed — 
by the Coimninigte in they antiaguerrilia, carpilgn have 
engomavsed not only. overt policing and the employment. 
of military rarecss birt ntenly suegeserull- devices eA 
sharacterLeed’ hy imagination: and ingwnetty. The Chinese 
Comuntate have counters! cuewellia octivities (always 
of a Localized nature) through: (1) The development ars 
weilivatian of a flexivle and Integrated politico-militery 
administrative structive on the local levels (2) the — 


. absorption 6f patentinl insnpower in Chinesé Commitist — 


Questions 5» 
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miiitary establishments and their Party-sponsored _ 
novementes (3) resourceful and methadien. tacties in 
eraiieating guervilies from specific losallifess h) 
denint of places of corieealment to gierriites through 
destruction of vexetation ant woud ienetion of poadgy ° 
(5) public execution of puerrilids and slaughter of | 
rebellions peayiints by Conmmist troops; (a exbrenely. 
tight seourlty controla, tielulitig enphasis oti authordged 
oradentialay arrouragenent. af informavs, rabloning of | 
Salt, ond might cendug courte; (7) confiscation of ‘farmerg! 
fivearisy and (8) somminist sontrol of food  peodinetin 
anc: Getribotion, an 


An eetimate-as to the amount of banda ae an Lae sotont 
fora or organized oppasitdon, - _ ner 


The extent of ineipient bonditry in china te ‘uimown. 


Approximately half the guermilia strength at the sanlth — 
oF the movement hice sstinited to sonelat of bandits. 
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This traditdona) form of Chinese Lavlesaness ppubably 
dods eelot currently to some extente Hovevery haniite 
wid deprive the populace of the mivrow margin of fedd 6. 
supplies allewed ty the Chinese Cenmaniet Gevernment 00 
Gr cuuwe the diepleasure of the regime tobe visited 6 0°» 
inant the Gépulldes dant expect no support from the people. 
The penalties imposed by tu. authorities upon individuals 
ay groupe who have aeclated guerrillas always peooLve 
widespread publielty and hove teen a deterrent to anti-~ 
 Gevernment activity. The Chinese Nationalist contingent 
in Burma kas been reported prone $6 resort to bhanditeys 
amggling und trafficking ia opium, although the Burnede 
nave suffered by Lb rather than the resicents of China 
and tres Chinese Comuniet recline, Reoant tnoldente of 
piracy heave been resorted along the South China aoasts 
historiesliy « haven for Chinese pirstes preying on coastal 
shippinge In view ef the Communist military anc naval 
capabilities, any rise of bandiiry or plragy on mainland 
China or in its adjacent waters can be expected to impel 
tha Chinese Comuniets to undertake necessary section lor 
suppression of such movenentss 





Cusstion: 6» An egtinate of the pattern of subversion, considering 

: as factors the relative seounts of; (1) Espionage; (2) 
pore banditayy (3) eeonomle anc military sabotages and 
{k) organized political sabotage. 


dnewert Sabversion ini Ghiue gun hardly be ciseussed aa 8 
pattern, insomuch ac 1b is spaemocdia, disorganLaady 
unveliable, and identified with no partiewlar regions 
(a) Baplonige occurs, so far as ie known shough not 
with any predietable frequency or noticeable success. 
Moth information derived from this activity is from lowe 
{evel sources and unskilled observers. In view of the 
inherant neture of espionage, the authenticity of informi« 
tion derived from 14 is always questionable, ax aifmeuwlt 
of verification, (b) The larger portien of whet subversion 
exists in Ching is pure bandiiry, the devoters of which 
are probably former cuerrillas and other antd-Governent 
elenente, (c) Economie ani military sabotage is unorgane 
teed, spaamodie and highly uneerteins Ineldeats of gabotuges 
eopacially in rural areas of Kvangtung ans Wwangel, ore 
yeporhed ceesalonally, bhough apparently clrected at targets 
of opportunity. (d) Organized politieal sabotage Ia non 
existent. In view of repressed discontent among the 
populace which probably exists in China as a result of 
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the Communist vagimels methods, a pobenbial for subversion 
ney exiat among diswaldefied alenents. Li sa, Lt ia inert 
anc desmant, ani Lt must be stimuleted an! guided, However 
this appners wildkely in view of ithe ners EBSA 
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